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of his gratitude, because he said that I was the only
Commander who treated him with any sort of con-
sideration. I have an idea that this officer was not at heart
a Communist. Probably, his excessive ambition drew him
into the activities of the Communist camp.

Lt.-CoL Bueno, commanded the 2nd Army Corps. During
the time I had him under me this officer had a real will to
work, and a wish to be absolutely loyal, but he was
dominated by the Communist Party to which he belonged.
When war broke out he had retired, and shortly after-
wards he was imprisoned because he was declared to be
disloyal to the regime. Set at liberty, he was catechised by
the Communist Party who guaranteed his life if he would
accept membership of the same. The fact that he had
been in this trouble had brought him to his present
situation, for he became a slave of the party which he had
joined.

CoL Ortega, Commander of the 3rd Army Corps, was a
thorough member of the Communist Party. His political
history showed him to be a fervent Republican. At the
outbreak of the revolutionary movement he showed
intense activity in the Guipuzcoa region where he was an
officer in the Gunners. After the fall of San Sebastian, he
went to France, and returned to Spain by Catalonia,
joining the Central Army. He was in command of some
forces in the defence of Madrid in the tragic days of
November 1936. He joined the Communist Party since